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EAST REGION 

Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 
 

Zumwalt Preserve Non-Lead Ammunition 
Project 
The Nature Conservancy’s (TNC) Zumwalt Prairie 
Preserve (Preserve) encompasses approximately 
33,000 acres in Wallowa County. The Preserve is 
managed to support and advance native species 
and habitat conservation across the larger 
Zumwalt Prairie. One of the priorities here is to 
reduce high elk numbers which limit the growth of 
aspen and native shrubs. To implement this 
priority, TNC allows by-permission cow elk 
hunting during controlled seasons on the Preserve. 
They encouraged the use of non-lead ammunition 
for these hunts to prevent scavenging wildlife 
from ingesting lead bullet fragments. 

 
 

During the 2015 hunting season TNC provided 
access to 240 cow elk hunters who harvested 140 
elk. Almost 30% of these hunters used non-lead 
ammunition. TNC will offer Preserve access to 
380 cow elk rifle hunters in 2016. 
 
TNC, Oregon Zoo, Oregon Hunters Association 
(OHA) and the Department will provide voluntary 
incentives to encourage elk hunters to use non- 

 
 
lead ammunition on the Preserve as part of the 
2016 access program. This year’s program is based 
on successful programs implemented in Arizona. 
 
It begins during TNC’s hunter check-in process. 
Those hunters showing they are voluntarily using 
non-lead ammunition will be asked to complete a 
survey and then will be entered into a drawing by 
OHA after hunting seasons are completed. First 
prize will be $500, second prize $300, third prize 
$200, and twenty $50 prizes. Early results suggest a 
high proportion of Preserve hunters are using non-
lead ammunition this year.  
 
Lessons learned from this project will help the 
Department and our partners evaluate the 
feasibility of implementing an Arizona type 
voluntary program on a larger scale in Oregon. 
 
Malheur River Spring Chinook Fishery 
Earlier this year the Burns Paiute Tribe and 
Department worked together to create a Malheur 
River spring Chinook fishery. The purpose of this 
effort was to recreate a tribal and sport fishing 
opportunity lost as a result of the development of 
dams on the Malheur and Snake River systems. 
Chinook for this fishery were from Willamette 
Hatchery. This stock was selected over Snake 
River spring Chinook because the Willamette stock 
posed a lower disease risk for native Malheur 
redband trout and bull trout.  
 
We recently met with Burns Paiute Tribal staff to 
discuss this year’s fishery and decide if we would 
like to continue it in 2017. While we are unaware 
of any sport harvest associated with this fishery, 
Burns Paiute staff believe tribal fishers harvested 
70 spring Chinook. This is close to the 30% 
exploitation rate we set as a target for this year’s 
fishery. In addition, the fishery was a very 
successful cultural event for the tribe rekindling 
interest in traditional skills and practices. 
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Based on the results of this year’s fishery we’re 
planning on repeating the effort in 2017. 
 
A video of the June 2016 release produced by the 
Burns Paiute Tribe can be viewed at: 
https://youtu.be/Sg5xbMUqLQ0. 

 

WEST REGION 

Steve Marx, Region Manager 
 

Columbian White-tailed Deer Down-listing 
Event – Director Melcher and West Region 
wildlife staff attended the US Fish and Wildlife 
Services’ (USFWS) October down-listing event for 
the Columbia River population segment of 
Oregon’s Columbian White-tailed deer (CWTD). 
This population was down-listed from Endangered 
to Threatened.  
 

 
 
ODFW is part of the cooperative conservation 
effort that brought these deer from the brink of 
extinction in 1967 to a population level and 
distribution that warranted down-listing. ODFW 
expects these deer will be fully recovered and 
removed from ESA listing in the future. The 
Douglas County population segment of CWTD 
was removed from the federal ESA list in 2003.  
 
ODFW has a long history of conserving the 
Columbia River population of CWTD. Highlights 
include: 

 Member of the CWTD Recovery Team 
during its active years, helping the USFWS 
capture/relocate CWTD from the Julia 
Butler Hanson Refuge to suitable habitats 
along the lower Columbia River. 

 Partnered through cooperative agreement 
with the USFWS and James River Timber 

Corp. to conserve CWTD habitat and 
assist in recovery of CWTD. 

 Led and successfully implemented a 
conservation agreement with the USFWS 
and Green Wood Resources to allow lethal 
control of Columbian Black-tailed deer 
(CBTD) that caused damage in poplar 
plantations in an area where CBTD and 
CWTD are sympatric. 

 Informed and educated the public on the 
presence of newly released CWTD in the 
Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge. 
Education focused on CWTD protected 
status and contact information for CWTD 
observations. ODFW presented 
information to sporting groups including 
Oregon Hunters Association (OHA), and 
reached out to private landowners and 
hunters. 

 Participated in a variety of activities to 
monitor the population and evaluate 
recovery action.  

 

 

New Turtle Website - The Oregon Native Turtle 
Working Group has been working to create a new 
and improved website for the general public, 
biologists, natural resource managers, and others. 
The new website went live this week!  Go 
to:  https://www.oregonturtles.com/ and check it 
out. The new website is (1) mobile-device friendly; 
allowing users to report their turtle sightings from 
the field; (2) offers a map tool showing entered 
turtle data to authorized users; and (3) links users 
to the Turtle Best Management Practices. The 
website will have utility for staff and the public to 
explore information on Oregon’s native turtle’s, 
allow reporting of turtle sightings, and expand 
conservation through citizen science partnerships 

 
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

Rick Hargrave, Deputy Administrator 
 

Direct Email Marketing 
Through its investment in Salesforce, ODFW is 
able to directly notify customers through email of 
their controlled hunt application success. Sauvie 
Island Eastside reservation hunts are the test case. 

https://youtu.be/Sg5xbMUqLQ0
https://www.oregonturtles.com/
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When results are available, an email with the 
successful hunt, the date and draw order are sent. 
On the initial send (Period C), over 60% of emails 
were opened within 24 hours. This is largest 
engagement rate of any email sent by ODFW. 
While it is testing the system on a limited bases, 
the Agency will expand this service to other 
controlled hunts, to include the big game draw.  
 
MyODFW Facebook  
ODFW’s social media channels continue to grow 
in followers. Followers to MyODFW Facebook 
page exceeded 70,000. Engagement with followers 
has strengthened because of the increase in live 
video streaming.  
 

MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM  

Caren Braby, Marine Resources Program Manager 
 

Habitat, habitat, habitat. 
More than 90 groundfish species landed on the 
West Coast are collaboratively managed between 
the states and the federal agencies on the Pacific 
Fisheries Management Council (Council) 
according to the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery 
Management Plan (FMP). The Council is currently 
considering Amendment 28 – an update to the 
spatial areas designated as Essential Fish Habitat 
(EFH) and Rockfish Conservation Areas (RCAs). 
With abundant new information in hand on 
species populations, habitat characteristics and 
with the recent implementation of the Trawl 
Individual Quota program (in 2011), this 
amendment process has been a challenging yet 
productive reassessment of the value of habitat to 
groundfish sustainability.  
 
One of the challenges of the process has been in 
visualizing the information available – a challenge 
that ODFW faces in keeping species and habitat 
maps updated and accessible to all interested 
parties. To meet this challenge, a new visualization 
tool has been developed and is now available for 
use on line. Look for the “EFH Mapper” tool or 
use this URL for more information: 
http://www.habitat.noaa.gov/protection/efh/efh
mapper/.  
 
 

West Coast Regional Planning Body 
Under the National Ocean Policy, regions in the 
US are encouraged to convene Regional Planning 
Bodies (RPB), to address planning issues of 
concern beyond state boundaries. For the last two 
years, the West Coast RPB has been forming with 
the development of a charter, and an 
organizational plan and framework. By mandate, 
the RPB is comprised of government entities only, 
however, there has been significant opportunity 
for public comment and input throughout this 
developing process. In October, the state, federal 
and tribal partners met for the first time to set a 
course for the future.  
 
One theme was abundantly clear at this inaugural 
meeting – in order to plan, there is a strong need 
for mapping and information products to support 
any spatially explicit decisions. To help support the 
RPB’s process, the West Coast Ocean Data Portal 
has a mapping and information framework on line 
and will be able take on regional mapping projects 
that the RPB indicates are needed. Currently, the 
Portal provides access to data on Human Uses, 
Biological Resources, and Physical Characteristics. 
Information products on particular issues have 
been developed for marine debris, and offshore 
renewable energy. Like many resource mapping 
efforts, funding this effort is a challenge. To visit 
the Portal, use this URL: 
http://portal.westcoastoceans.org/  
 

OREGON STATE POLICE 

Captain Jeff Samuels, Fish & Wildlife Division 

 

This year Fish & Wildlife Troopers conducted 
multiple Wildlife Enforcement Decoy (WED) 
operations throughout the Northwest, Southwest 
and East regions to combat poaching and illegal 
hunting activity. The saturations were conducted 
on each region’s last full weekend of deer rifle 
season. Troopers concentrated on areas known to 
have problems with poaching, illegal activities 
and/or complaints. Multiple contacts were made 
with vehicles and shooters. Enforcement efforts of 
Fish and Wildlife Troopers provided a significant 
deterrent to poaching. 
 

 

http://www.habitat.noaa.gov/protection/efh/efhmapper/
http://www.habitat.noaa.gov/protection/efh/efhmapper/
http://portal.westcoastoceans.org/
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Highlights from Each of the Regions: 

Northwest Region 

The St Helens Fish & Wildlife team conducted a 
nighttime WED in the Saddle Mountain Wildlife 
Management Unit. While conducting the WED a 
subject pulled up to the decoy and illuminated it 
with the vehicles head lights. The subject exited 
the vehicle saying “hope this rifle’s sighted in bro” 
and fired once at the decoy while standing on the 
highway. The subject was subsequently cited for 
Take/Possession of Buck Deer. Two passengers 
were cited for Minor in Possession of Alcohol and 
Open Container. 
 

East Region 

Members from The Dalles Fish & Wildlife Team 
conducted a nighttime set in the Mt. Hood 
National Forest on SR 216 near milepost 2 from 
about 7:00PM to about 8:15PM. One vehicle 
stopped and shot the decoy 10 times with an AR-
15. The driver was arrested and lodged in jail for 
Hunting with the aid of an Artificial Light, 
Hunting From or Across a Roadway, and Hunting 
Prohibited Hours. His AR-15 rifle was seized. His 
female passenger was cited and released for 
Unlawful Possession of a Firearm, having a loaded 
firearm concealed in her purse. Her .38 cal. 
revolver was seized.  
 

Southwest Region 

Senior Troopers in the Southwest Region 
conducted multiple decoy operations as part of a 
statewide saturation on Friday night after legal 
hunting hours. During one of the decoy operations 
the drivers of two different vehicles got out 
without weapons and after looking for a little bit, 
threw rocks or sticks at the decoy before they were 
shooed off. One vehicle drove by over an hour 
after legal hunting hours. It then backed up to 
shine lights on the decoy, and the backseat 
passenger exited and shot the decoy twice with 
two separate rifles. The suspect stated he shot 
once with a .30-06 and the bolt fell out so he used 
his secondary rifle a .25-06 to shoot again. The 
subject was cited for Unlawful Take of Deer – 
Prohibited Hours.  
 

 

CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy 

Coordinator   
 

Oregon Conservation Strategy Follow-up  
The Oregon Conservation Strategy and upgraded 
Compass websites were launched on September 2, 
2016. In its first two months of use, these websites 
have received high usage and excellent feedback. 
Partners and stakeholders have contacted ODFW 
conservation staff to discuss their appreciation of 
these new online tools, and how they are 
incorporating them into their own conservation 
planning.  
 
With the new online format, we can now track 
how many people are accessing the Strategy and 
which sections they are using the most using 
online web analytics tools. In the first two months, 
the Strategy website has been accessed over 5,000 
times, by nearly 3,000 unique visitors. The first day 
of release included 480 sessions in one day, and 
the site is still averaging almost 100 sessions a day. 
The sections that received the highest rates of 
usage include Strategy Species, Ecoregions, and 
Conservation Opportunity Areas. Many people are 
also directly accessing the Oregon Nearshore 
Strategy. The new Compass website has also 
undergone high usage, as it has been accessed over 
6,000 times by approximately 1,300 unique users in 
the first two months.  
 
We have seen a near 50/50 split for new versus 
returning visitors, which is optimal as it indicates 
that we are not only getting new users, but also 
that people are coming back to use the site on a 
regular basis. Tracking how our users are accessing 
the Strategy and Compass websites will help us 
focus efforts into ways to generate more interest in 
the Oregon Conservation Strategy, such as social 
media posts, working with partners to provide 
links, and highlighting the Strategy at conferences 
and in partner presentations. 
 
Staff were especially excited to see the statewide, 
national, and global extent of visitors to the 
Strategy website (see Figure 1). We can use this 
information to examine Strategy use across 
Oregon. The data derived by the web analytic tool 



 
OREGON FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION FIELD REPORTS 

can be used in the future to focus strategy 
developments and improvements, and to help 
guide promotional and educational efforts across 
the state. 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Since Sept 2, 2016, the Strategy website has 
been accessed by users from 52 different countries and 
44 US States and the District of Columbia. The site 
also allows the ability to determine where users are 
accessing the site from in Oregon. 
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